Sermon Date: 2/19/12
Jerry Joplin


Small Group Study Guide
(Many different versions of the Bible may be found in their entirety at www.biblegateway.com.  You may find this resource helpful as you go through the study guide.)

Main Passage: Ecclesiastes 4:7-12
Getting Started
What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message (or passages of Scripture) did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening, comforting, or troubling?  Explain.

What is one thing from the sermon that you hope we talk about as a group?

Was there any one thing that you most agreed with or disagreed with from the sermon?  What was it and why?

Discussion Questions

Jerry mentioned the following four reasons we are missing friendships:
· Too busy

· We are an instant gratification society and friendships require large chunks of unhurried time

· Developing friendships is risky

· Technology

Are there other reasons you can think of that Jerry may have left out?

How does your small group/church family create an environment that is conducive to friendship-building?
Jerry cited technology as hurting friendships but can’t technology actually aid in that process?  How is personal interaction superior to electronic communication (texting, facebook, twitter, etc.)?

Jerry mentioned several characteristics of “two being better than one” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10).  Is your small group a legitimate support system for its members?  Does it provide encouragement, “emotional warmth,” protection when reputations are attacked, and accountability for spiritual growth?

As you consider friendship-building, think about any group members who may have friends who are standing alone and could benefit from an invitation to your small group.  

Reminder:  God has strategically and supernaturally placed people in your relational world (your oikos) so that you may channel His love to them in your words, actions, and attitude!
